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The Canadian Environmental Protection Act, an Important Election Issue 
 
The Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA) defines what constitutes a toxic substance and 
establishes, among other things, controls on emissions of air and water pollution and hazardous waste. The law 
regulates air missions in relation to greenhouse gases. As such, it aims to prevent pollution and protect the 
environment and human health. A wide range of federal, provincial and municipal laws and regulations are 
based on these definitions and controls. 
 

This legislation is outdated and makes it impossible to effectively manage the multitude of new chemical 
compounds used in our consumer products. Every day, Canadians are exposed to hundreds of toxic substances, 
many of which are associated with certain types of cancers, reproductive disorders, respiratory diseases and 
more. As a result, thousands of people die prematurely and millions more suffer from preventable diseases. 
 

The need for CEPA reform 
 

The current law:  
 

1. allows the circulation of substances that are hormone-disrupting, carcinogenic, mutagenic, 
or toxic for reproduction, neurological development or foetal development; 

2. has limited implementation of the pollution prevention program and as a result, allows for 
ever increasing amounts of toxic substances to be released into the environment; 

3. does not establish binding national standards for air quality or drinking water.  
 
The class of chemicals that are “endocrine disrupting”, i. e. hormone-disrupting, has been shown to be associated 
with an increase in hormone-dependent cancers (such as breast and prostate cancer), chronic diseases (such as 
diabetes and asthma), neurological disorders (such as ADHD and autism) and reproductive disorders (in both 
sexes). 
 
All Canadians deserve to live in a healthy and safe environment. 
 
Why support CEPA reform 

 
The Canadian House of Commons Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development 
(ENVI) on CEPA made 87 recommendations in its report to Parliament in 2018. The current government 
committed to studying them in a future mandate. 
 
We ask that you, as a candidate, once elected, ensure that the reform as proposed by the ENVI 
Committee is adopted.  
 
There is an urgent need for the Parliament of Canada to act quickly to protect Canadians and the 
environment. 
 


